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UN-SC-RDS-Class Notes


Rules and Procedures of the UN Security Council

NOTE: Rules of procedure from the UN is posted on Blackboard- all students should read this in addition to Resolution 1244 dealing with Kosovo for next week.
Introduction


The purpose of this paper is to examine the topic covered in class on February 19th, 2008. This class included a presentation by Ambassador Kamal and student presentations on the provisional rules and procedures of the UN Security Council (SC).
Facts: Rules are provisional
Rule 1: SC will meet every fourteen days.  Until 1990 SC met infrequently (about once per month); since 1990, SC meets almost daily, sometimes more than once

Rule 2: Any SC member can request a meeting; nonmembers must get a member to ask on their behalf. Article 99 allows the Secretary General to request meetings as well.

Rule 4: All 15 seats must be filled before starting, twice (usually only 1) per year, ministerial level meetings
Rule 5: May meet outside of seat in NYC (SC Chamber); ARRIA formula [not a rule] allows SC to meet in basement to talk to nonmembers, opposition, religious leaders, etc.
Rule 13-15: (13) Members need credentials; (14) nonmembers need credentials; (15) Secretary General is responsible to check credentials
Rule 27: Speakers have the right to speak in order from the list (held by the President of SC) - also afforded right of reply and reply to right of reply
Rule 31-32: (31) Resolutions and amendments should be submitted in writing; (32) Resolutions considered in order presented.  Amendments can be added and there is a 24 hour rule for the resolution to sit to get orders from home capital
Rule 36: Amendment voting- farthest amendment voted on first; killer amendments can be used
Rule 37: 15 members but everyone (UN Member) has right to speak, no one ever objects
Rule 48: SC meets in public unless it decides otherwise

Rule 58: UN membership decided by General Assembly on SC recommendation
Analysis

Killer amendments not included in the rules and procedures can alter the action of the SC.  SC meets in secret now, with three types of meetings, public, private, and informal consultation (used most).  Other member states are frustrated by the secrecy of the process and their ability to hold SC members accountable.  Rule 11 allows the SC to stop the General Assembly from debating topics (those seized by SC).  The power of the president of SC is limited (by P5 decision), rotates monthly by alphabetical order.  The rules are provisional and remain provisional because of the power given to the members (especially P5) to interpret them.
Conclusion

Knowing the rules and procedures is important in succeeding in the UN Security Council.  If a state uses the procedures correctly, they will always come out a winner.  The fact that the rules remain provisional shows the desire of SC members, specifically P5 to interpret the rules as they see fit.  

